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(2025), EAST LONDON, EASTERN CAPE.  

Programme Director, Mr Andile Stofile, 

The Founder and Executive Chairman of Imbizo Group & ICT Summit: Mr Motse Mfuleni, 

Executive Chairman Solcon Capital, Dr Andile Ngcaba 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good morning,  

Molweni eMonti, 

Allow me to congratulate the convenors of the ICT Summit, under the dynamic leadership of 
Mr Motse Mfuleni for 20 years of driving the conversations from this corner of our country. 

Since yesterday, we have gathered to celebrate these two decades of innovation, 
collaboration, and resilience that have shaped our digital landscape and propelled our nation 
toward a more connected future. 

Under the theme “Celebrating 20 Years. Nathi SiConnected!”, this milestone Summit invites 
us not only to reflect on the remarkable journey we have travelled, but also to envision the 
next chapter of technological advancement.  

One that is inclusive, transformative, and boldly African. 

We meet here against the backdrop of South Africa’s successful hosting of the G20, a clear 
demonstration of our nation’s capability and leadership on the global stage.  

This is an achievement that has left the doom-sayers with very little to say. 

As South Africa advances technologically, our country and continent must also advance 
socially and morally. 

The timing of this Summit, during the 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and 
Children, highlights the responsibility to ensure that digital platforms are used not only for 
innovation.  

But also, for protection, awareness, and support. 

Expanding connectivity must go together with creating safer digital and physical spaces for 
women, children, and other vulnerable groups. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

Over the past twenty years in the ICT Summit, we have discussed how connectivity has shifted 
from an exclusive privilege to a universal necessity. 

And within this time, South Africa has made substantial progress in expanding digital access, 
strengthening policy, and positioning the country for inclusive digital transformation. 

One of the most significant achievements has been the expansion of broadband connectivity 
through SA Connect, the national programme to deliver high-speed internet to public facilities 
and underserved communities. 

Thousands of sites (including rural schools, clinics, government buildings, and traditional 
leadership sites) are already connected, with ongoing efforts to reach remaining areas. 

Distinguished guests, 

Supporting SMMEs and startups remains critical, as they are engines of innovation, job 
creation, and economic resilience. 

These efforts align with South Africa’s national development objectives and international 
commitments, including leadership roles in the G20 Digital Economy Working Group, where 
the country has advocated for inclusive digital growth and responsible AI governance. 

The coming decade will be defined by rapid technological change. To thrive, South Africa must 
prioritise three areas: 

1. Cybersecurity and digital trust, ensuring safe and secure digital participation. 
2. Inclusive digital access, so that no community or demographic is left behind. 
3. Sustainable digital infrastructure, including smart cities and environmentally conscious 

data centres. 

Government’s responsibility is to create an enabling environment that attracts investment, 
supports innovation, and fosters partnerships across sectors. 

This collaborative approach is essential to bridge the digital divide and build a thriving digital 
economy. 

By working together, South Africa can ensure that connectivity becomes a lived reality for all 
citizens, not just a policy goal. 

Colleagues, friends, 

South Africa’s Draft National AI Policy is at the precipice of being gazetted for public comment.  

This Policy positions our country to build an inclusive, ethical and innovation-led AI ecosystem 
that strengthens public services, accelerates economic development and ensures 
constitutional safeguards.  

Through its 6 Strategic Pillars, this Policy provides a framework for Talent and Capacity 
Development, Inclusive Growth and Job Creation, Responsible Data Governance, Ethical & 
Inclusive AI, Cultural Preservation and International Integration, as well as Human-Centred 
Deployment.  
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The Policy has received the overwhelming support of all 5 Clusters of government, and is 
currently advancing through the Cabinet process, supported by structures such as the recently 
launched National AI Network. 

At the G20 Digital Economy Working Group and the Task Force on AI, Data Governance and 
Innovation, we advanced core priorities including: Human-centred governance, Inclusive 
access to datasets and computing power, Multilingual AI systems, Research cooperation, 
Integrity of information in the age of deepfakes, and Public-sector capacity-building.  

These principles now anchor our national approach, ensuring that South Africa builds AI 
systems that uplift communities, enhance public value and safeguard rights. 

Building on this momentum, South Africa also championed the AI for Africa Initiative, working 
with the African Union (AU) to ensure that our continent does not remain a passive consumer 
of global technologies, but becomes a producer of its own AI capabilities.  

This initiative focuses on expanding access to computing infrastructure, building 
representative African datasets, strengthening research networks, and ensuring that AI 
supports Agenda 2063 development priorities.  

Through the Technology Policy Assistance Facility launched under our Presidency, African 
governments are now receiving practical support from UNESCO and partners to design rights-
based AI policies.  

These achievements ensure that our National AI Policy is not an isolated document.  

That it is aligned to global best practice and anchored in the work that the G20 has already 
pronounced upon; in Japan, India, and Brazil, and as now reflected in the Leaders’ Declaration 
which was adopted last weekend, right here in South Africa.  

In this regard, I want to challenge the Eastern Cape to become a national leader in AI-enabled 
precision agriculture.  

As economist Wandile Sihlobo reminds us, South Africa’s agricultural output has more than 
doubled since 1994, with strong expansions across livestock, horticulture and field crops.  

Yet real challenges remain: Stock theft, Animal disease, Failing rural roads, and Weak 
municipal support undermine productivity.  

At the same time, black farmers still account for less than 10% of commercial agricultural 
production, despite emerging green shoots across provinces including the Eastern Cape. 

AI-driven precision agriculture can help change this story.  

Through drone imaging, satellite-based soil diagnostics, predictive animal-health modelling 
and AI-enabled crop-stress monitoring, this Province can increase yields, reduce losses and 
support the inclusion of emerging farmers.  

I, therefore, urge the Eastern Cape - working with universities, research institutions and the 
private sector - to pilot a corridor for innovations in precision agriculture.  

Ladies and gentlemen 

As leaders, we carry the responsibility to create pathways wherein people can improve and 
transform their own lives.  
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Technology is a tool for dignity, opportunity, and shared prosperity. As we celebrate twenty 
years of digital progress, we must ask: “What can the Eastern Cape do for its people using AI 
today?”  

This question must guide our next steps for the next 12 to 24 months at least.  

If we choose wisely, and if we target a niche where the province already has natural strengths, 
then precision-AI will become a catalyst for economic renewal.  

One of the Eastern Cape’s strengths lies in livestock and wool production.  

This is a niche where (from my vantage point) AI can deliver immediate, measurable results.  

By applying AI to animal-health diagnostics, grazing optimization, disease prediction, and 
supply-chain transparency, we can safeguard herds, increase productivity, and unlock new 
export opportunities.  

Especially as South Africa remains the only African country in the world’s top 40 agricultural 
exporters. 

To make this vision real, the province could begin by selecting a specific region as a launchpad 
- for example, the livestock belt stretching from Komani to Cala and Elliot - where emerging 
black farmers and commercial farmers already operate side by side.  

Starting here would allow the province to build a Precision Livestock and Wool Corridor, linking 
farmers, veterinarians, drone operators, researchers, buyers, and logistics providers into a 
single digital ecosystem.  

The value chain would include AI-enabled rangeland monitoring; disease and parasite 
prediction; digital tagging and geofencing for stock-theft reduction; automated wool-quality 
grading.  

It would include integration with financing instruments, and direct access to domestic and 
international buyers through digital platforms.  

This is how the Eastern Cape can demonstrate leadership.  

By choosing a niche where it is most likely to succeed, grounding AI in its natural economic 
strengths, and showing how technology can tangibly uplift farmers, families, and communities. 

If we apply AI with purpose, we will unlock a new generation of farmers who can thrive in a 
modern, globally competitive agricultural economy. 

In conclusion, as we celebrate 20 years of progress, we must recommit ourselves to the next 
era of transformation. 

This year’s theme “Nathi SiConnected” captures the spirit of unity and shared purpose.  

So, I am confident that 20 years from now, those who would be running this Summit will be 
reporting boldly that “together, we have connected the Continent.” 

I thank you. 


