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Urban population coverage
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3G Coverage



4G Coverage



5G Coverage



OPEN FIBRE COVERAGE



COMMUNITY BROADCASTING 



COMMUNITY BROADCASTING LICENSEES



24 COMMUNITY SOUND BROADCASTING SERVICE 
LICENSEES

Of the Applications received from the EC in response to 
the ITP-R, 4 applications have progressed to Phase 1 of 
the licensing process



CLASS LICENSES 

ECS & ECNS 



CLASS ECS AND ECNS LICENCES
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CLASS ECS AND ECNS LICENCES IN EC
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RADIO FREQUENCY SPECTRUM 
LICENCES 



Radio Communication Spectrum Licences EC

16



SAPO

OPERATIONAL VS CLOSED



SAPO notes  

• Active - Branch is open and trading, with online services available. 

• Temporary Closed - Shorter period closure due to either Staff issues (absences at one man branches); Property Related (house breaking, etc.) issues that prevent branch to 
be ready and operational within a week (7 days)

• Inactive Trading Manually - Branch is open and trading offline due to either IT (system errors) or Properties (no electricity)

• Inactive Not Trading - Branch is part of 657, but it has either been evicted or site demolished, awaiting alternative site to be found.

• BPR rescue plan target to retain 657 branches throughout RSA, these grand total of 107 for Eastern Cape.

SAPO BRANCH FOOTPRINT IN EASTERN CAPE
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SAPO BRANCHES STATUS PER AREA IN EASTERN CAPE
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UNIVERSAL SERVICE  OBLIGATIONS 



• NB: Some Licensees started in other provinces, hence nil/low figures in the Eastern C

Universal Service Obligations (IMT Auction)

Licensee Schools Govt Clinics Govt Hospitals Libraries Traditional Offices

Telkom 95 0 0 6 0

Liquid 0 0 0 0 0

Rain 0 0 0 9 1

MTN 41 4 0 5 5

Vodacom 39 239 29 30 60

Total Data 175 243 29 50 66



REGULATIONS PUBLISHED 
FOR COMMENT  



PUBLIC INVITATION 

23

The following Regulations and Plans are undergoing the public consultation process:

❑ The Second Draft National Radio Frequency Plan for further Consultation.

❑ Notice inviting interested Stakeholders to participate and contribute in the Dynamic 

and Opportunistic Spectrum Access (DSA) Regulation making process by performing 

Co-Existence Simulation Studies and Site Visit



❑ MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

Draft Amendment to the Municipal Party Elections Broadcasts and 

Political Advertisements Regulations, 2011 

• Published for comments on 31 October 2025, in GG 53608

• Written representation no later than 9 January 2026, 16H00 

Mamedupe Kgatshe at 012 568 3259 mkgatshe@icasa.org.za

• The object of these regulations is to prescribe the framework and 

guidelines under which Political Elections Broadcasts (PEBs) and 

Political Advertisements (PAs) shall be broadcast by the Broadcasters 

during the municipal elections 

Cont..

mailto:mkgatshe@icasa.org.za


• These regulations are applicable during the election period to: 

✓broadcasting service licensees

✓political parties contesting the municipal elections

✓ independent candidates contesting the municipal elections

• Air-time in respect of PEB(s) shall be allocated by the Authority to the political 

parties or independent candidates contesting the Municipal elections

• ICASA ensures that the public is empowered through provision of sufficient 

information that will assist them to make the right choice

•  The Authority will conduct workshops across nine (9) provinces on the Draft 

Regulations from 24 November - 11 December 2025.

• Input from the workshops and written submissions will assist in finalizing the 

Regulations 

Cont..



❑Digital Terrestrial Television

▪ The regulations were published on 04 July 2025 and public hearings were 
held on the 29 and 30 September.

The Purpose of the draft regulations is:

▪  allocate capacity in the Radio Frequency Spectrum Assignment Plan for the 
Frequency Band 470 to 694MHz comprising of Seven (7) Multiplexes for the 
provision of digital terrestrial television in South Africa; 

▪ prescribe the conditions applicable to the allocation of capacity in a 
multiplex; 

▪ prescribe the procedure for the submission of applications for digital 
television channels authorisation on multiplexes;

▪  and prescribe the procedure for the licensing of the Multiplex Operator to 
provide signal distribution for the Digital Terrestrial Broadcasting services 
broadcast for the seven (7) multiplexes.

Cont..



•  

REGULATIONS PUBLISHED FOR COMMENT

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS BROADCASTING REGULATIONS PROVINCIAL WORKSHOPS

Province Workshop Date Location

MPUMALANGA 24 November 2025 Nelspruit

25 November 2025 Witbank

NORTH-WEST 24 November 2025 Mafikeng

26 November 2025 Potchefstroom

FREE STATE 24 November 2025 Bloemfontein

26 November 2025 Kroonstad

LIMPOPO 02 December 2025 Thohoyandou

03 December 2025 Polokwane



MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS BROADCASTING REGULATIONS PROVINCIAL WORKSHOPS

Province Workshop Date Location

EASTERN CAPE 01 December 2025 East London

03 December Umtata

WESTERN CAPE 01 December 2025 Cape Town

03 December Beauford West

NORTHERN CAPE 08 December 2025 Kimberly

10 December 2025 Kuruman

KWAZULU NATAL 08 December 2025 Durban

10 December 2025 Richards Bay

GAUTENG 09 December 2025 Vaal

10 December 2025 KwaThema

11 December 2025 ICASA, Head Office: Hybrid Workshop

REGULATIONS PUBLISHED FOR COMMENT



REGULATORY MENU BOOK

extract  



• Emergency Number Policy

• Rapid Deployment 

• BBBEE / Equity Equivalent 

• Inquiry on issuing of new licenses, Individual -ECNS 

• Licensing of a WOAN

• Implementation of a single national emergency number (112)

• Next Generation Radio Frequency Spectrum

• Develop a licensing framework for Community Networks in a manner that allows participation as prescribed 

…and new entrants, enable commercial viability, and ensure geographic spread participants. 

REGULATORY TASKS | WORKING IN PROGRESS 



• Wireless Local Area (WLAN/ Radio Local Area Network (RLAN) Deployments

• The Authority is directed to “continuously consider releasing of new spectrum for Wi-Fi services, including 

type approval to ensure proliferation of Wi-Fi services. 

• Establishment of the Committee Network’s Committee to be made up of the following: The Authority | 

Government and its related agencies |Industry players | SMMEs. 

• Authority, is directed to release spectrum for community use to community networks for purposes of basic 

data provision and facilitate community networks adoption, improve their access to financing opportunities 

and thus accelerate network infrastructure investment and deployment including in rural, under-services and 

remote areas.

Cont..



• Investigate and report with recommendation(s) to the Minister a framework for the release of spectrum for 

community use and identify IMT spectrum that can be designated for transformation objectives of community 

networks, including conditions for the distribution of free basic data to the determined beneficiaries, within a year (1) 

of publication of this spectrum policy.

• Minister, in consultation with the Authority, may allocate and reserve certain spectrum for government services for 

present and future use, for Public Protection and Disaster Relief services and for public good or community use.

• Authority to continue with implementing lower spectrum fees or administrative fees for government services. 

• Authority is directed, within a year of publication of the policy, in consultation with government spectrum users, to 

investigate and recommend to the Minister the options for possible consolidation of government user networks, to 

gain efficiency which will result in less spectrum requirements on land mobile systems in dealing with national 

security, public safety and emergency challenges. 

Cont..



• Spectrum for Public Protection and Disaster Relief) (“PPDR”). Authority may need to consider setting aside 

the combination of IMT spectrum below and above 1-GHz for the PPDR services in South Africa to ensure that 

the latest technologies for the PPDR can be deployed to best respond to national emergencies 

• Spectrum for use by the State Digital Infrastructure Company. Authority is directed to set aside spectrum for 

use by the State Digital Infrastructure Company (“SDIC”) to enable its objectives, strategies, regulatory and 

national policies of government. 

• Spectrum to support broadcasting services

Cont..



• Universal Service Obligations

• review or develop Universal Service Obligations (“USOs”) regulatory framework, which will ensure that 

the state and the society at large fully realise the intended positive outcomes USOs given to mobile 

operators. 

• Develop or review and/or continuously update a USO regulatory framework in line with the spectrum 

assigned and align USOs according to the new spectrum award. 

• Authority must ensure that the process of assigning or licensing the “high demand spectrum” is accompanied 

by coverage obligations to enable rural and under-developed areas coverage/connectivity. 

• Shutdown of Obsolete and Inefficient Networks

• Technology Retirement Roadmap (2G and 3G)

Cont..



Thank You 
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